/ OUTSTANDING BIRDS

EMBLEMATIC SPECIES IN A TERRITORY OF CONTRASTS

EGYPTIAN VULTURE

The smallest among the scavenger raptors Medium-sized eagle with a mighty look;
of Spain. Adult specimens are white with long, wide wings and tail and strong,

the edge of the wings black and bare o feathered legs. Dark above with lightly
orange-yellowish face. Juveniles are dark * streaked body. Juveniles show pale
brown until their fourth year of age. This /4 rusty-brown/orange-rufous colours until
bird feeds principally on carrion of small i \ the age of three. It lives in mountains and
animals and offal. Despite being at risk ST . river valleys in the Pyrenean foothills, the

The Autonomous Community of Aragon is
characterised by having a varied bird life, along with
the biological wealth of its habitats, and therefore of

§ its different biogeographic features: relief, climate,

& soil type, altitude and orientation. The fact that

| Aragon lies in the central part of the Ebro Valley, from

A Scavenger raptor which feeds mainly on
bones. This bird is very large in size with

long wings and a diamond-shaped tail. Adult
specimens have black wings and tails with a
head and body varying from white to orange-
yellowish. Juveniles are completely dark and

) _ globally, in Aragon there is a significant W (//f RN Ebro valley and the Iberian System. It feeds ) .

it takes them about seven years to acquire y | breeding population with about 300 NYAIRNIE & mainly on rabbits. It is a very aggressive the French border to the Iberian System, makes it

f(he adult plumage. Itis llgted as end‘angered w3 coupl'es. Itis considered vulnerable in PR \ W animal that defends its territory against the possible that in less than 100 km we can enjoy a wide
in Europe, and the only wild population can [ Aragon, and its numbers have decreased S T ol = attack of bigger birds. In Aragon it is listed . . . .

be found in the Pyrenees. In Aragén there are ~\_ due to the use of poison in some areas. 253 > ST as endangered with a population of 30-40 variety of environments. Due to the great diversity

about 60 reproductive groups. of habitats, the low population density in a 90% of
the territory, and a relative good conservation status,
there is a great amount and variety of birds to be
observed. More than 370 species have been cited,
being over 200 of them breeding species and the rest
wintering, migratory and wandering. Their origins
are also varied; from tipically Eurosiberian birds to
Mediterranean and Indoafrican. Although the level of
transformation of the habitat due to human activity
has been severe, there are still some locations where

couples.

ROCK PTARMIGAN o ) p. GREAT BUSTARD

Better-known as snow or white grouse, o o PR - w4 Fully migratory species whose western Ty This is one of the heaviest flying birds.
this is the only representative of the : R ) ! | European population winters in the . Males can weigh up to 12 kg, although
artic wildlife in Spain. It is well adapted = ' Vi .t Iberian Peninsula. It has long legs and females are much smaller. It has a

to extreme weather conditions above an <M - neck, greyish plumage with a black, red striking plumage with rufous brown
altitude of 2,500 metres; It can be seen - Aol and white facial pattern. Being a fairly body and tail rufous brown with black
on summits and slopes with scarce i . gregarious bird, it usually moves around ; X bars, grey head and neck, and white
herbaceous vegetation. It has two different . ¥ in large flocks and is easily detectable W 5 , belly and flight feathers. It occurs in
plumages: in summer the back, neck and & : through its repetitive, strong call. It ; - wild or cultivated crops such as cereals
breast are greyish, whereas in winter these = ) -\ spends the winter in several Aragonese - LN in the Ebro Valley. In Aragédn it is listed

parts are completely white. It is considered gz ; A wetlands, but it is during the prenuptial as «endangered» and its populations &% i . )
w S IJ n 01 ‘FdOANT NIFHLION WO ONINOD SAdld 3SOHL 40 ANVdINOD vulnerable in Aragén, its population is | q : . i I migrant season that it can be spotted at : are highly threatened. 3 e can enjoy a high level of conservation.
. IHL AOCNI NYD IM HILNIM ANY NWNLAY NI SYIITHM ‘FINANS ANV exlielist & vaLl A eau s M P - P eipleELn ‘ 3

8|gpuIL3ISNS i o “ g

ONIEAS FHL HONOAHL TV d3IAA3SEO 39 NV VOIddY INOHH ONIWOD
NQQVHV SAdIg FHFHM STLNOH AFOLVIDIN 4O SAVOISSOHD V SI HOIHM
A steppe land bird brown with black spots

AHOLIMATL SIHL NI STIDFAS INFHFHHIA 00€ NYHL FHOW Fofv FefaHL RO above and white below, While flying the male

makes a distinctive call which sounds like a
hiss. In spring males display a striking neck

LITTLEBUSTARD ) where they soak the feathers of the breast
' o - y and carry water to their chicks. The male

_ / HABITATS AND ROUTES

These two specigs are closely related and  greyish back with big yellow spots. It has . ‘E' .
have similar habits, they are well adapted 3 distinctive black belly. The female is

to living in dry open plains with wild similar but the colours are duller. Pin-tailed 01/ H IG H MOU NTAI NS

\ ; -
Sddld 33S Ol Fd3IHMN B 5 o s
: b | of other males, from where they perform el VTS A S e B g2 e [ with buff and olive green flecks, orange AND ROCKS
' their distinctive calls. They are found in winter as well as in summer. Their long and black-barred breast with dull white = A ) ) . )
flat areas of extensive farming. They are pointed wings allow them to fly quickly, underparts. These birds are very gregarious s .7 3 The high mountains of Aragdon are one of the world’s
considered vulnerable in Aragén, and they & }N'th d %owegulwmgb;at.tThTehy f_oragef and garrulous; in flight, their unmistakable @ oo .. : _ most interesting biological areas. This highly speci-
have completely disappeared in many areas OF SECs anc drien SH0D's. el NestNd voice makes their positioning easy. Listed i & - fic ecosystem is home to some truly interesting bird
season is in the height of summer and as «vulnerable», their main threat is the *

due to the habitat transformation. species that are difficult to see in other areas or sim-

- — . i _ S : _ ; ply not present in much of the rest of Europe. The area
BLACK WOODPECKER e L s ) DUPONT'S LARK . o \ \ & P ’ _ . .~ has protected natural spaces from the 3000 metre high
This bird of African origin is the only - This is the biggest woodpecker of the g i ey W This is a very scarce and specialist bird. ] o A f 8 R fi summits to the rugged hills of the Pre Pyrenees.

therefore they need permanent waterhol%s destruction of their feeding area.

representative of the roller family. It European bird life. The size of a crow, its £: e ; Its worldwide distribution is limited to Araadn h d ith .
arrives in our lands in April-May and e = plumage is entirely black except for a red - | North Africa and Spain. Visually discreet, ; Sy . r.'agon _as many c&.myo.ns Sl felngias W'_t soarl.ng
leaves in September. It has a bright blue crown. In males the entire crown is red with pale brownish colours that help it to , - 2 | dee JRELARN cliffs which are fascinating ecosystems with a wide
body and wings with a chestnut back. It while in females the red is confined to the  § R fuse with the ground, it is very difficult to | 3 ' 3 range of bird species.

feeds on insects and small vertebrates E o nape. The bill is ivory coloured. It has an f spot. Its long, fine slightly curved bill is the o : :

that hunts from their perches. It lives in i) undulating flight, always close to the forest most remarkable feature to distinguish it

dry wooded steppe and cultivation and - 4 with a strong, remarkable call that makes ! from other larks. In Aragdn it inhabits a
nests in holes in trees and buildings. Its Rl it easy to find them. When hammering old few land patches in the Ebro Valley that
range is extending in Aragon, although s trees looking for larvae it can be heard have not been cultivated, its population
the change of crops and the destruction . S from a distance. It can be found in all is estimated at less than 1000 individuals

© Jesus Laveddn

of its habitats pose a serious threat. ) Wi kind of forests in the Pyrenees and Pre- Listed as «sensitive to changes in the
> habitats».

-

WHITE-WINGED SNOWFINCH N CITRIL FINCH
In spite of its name this is a sparrow more - The range of this species is limited to -~ : This small bird is related to canaries and
than a finch. It is specialised in High Mountain &8 . European and Asian mountains. In Spain o : other Fringillidae. It has greyish, green
and can reach heights of over 3000 metres _ it only inhabits the Pyrenees and the ; _ 3 : and yellow plumage, the female may be
where it is the sole passerine bird that can e e : Cantabria Mountain ranges. Well adapted to ¥ . duller below. Its range is restricted to
withstand those harsh conditions. It has - -3 living on cliffs and vertical walls, it moves B _ Europe, it occurs in coniferous forests all
brown upperparts with a very remarkable i R il = X : in short flights and quick hops. It has a Y ' the year. There is little information about
black and white pattern in wings and tail. It - N . # = dipping, butterfly-like flight. Its plumage is ' their seasonal movements. In Aragén it
can cope with the winter in the High Pyrenees 4 i . : 4 primarily grey with extraordinary crimson . can be seen mainly in forests of black and
by foraging around mountain refuges and LRSS o 1 b - wings and a long, curved bill. In summer ' \. Scots pine in the Pyrenees, Moncayo and
skiing resorts. It is fearless and tolerates the | .+ N " im . the male has a black throat. Partially : '

. ) T L 4 P . e 4| southeast Teruel. It is common and even
presence of mountaineers and hikers. It can RPN migratory, in winter it moves to lower bundant and b ity found by it
be seen all along the Pyrenees, but it is more e s elevations such as the mountains and river abundant and can be easily found by 1ts
abundant in limestone mountains. s B g canyons of the Ebro Valley. diglingie el
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_ sustainable

tourism BIRDWATCHING

ARAGON |
O3/ THE STEPPE AND
MOSAIC FARMLAND

Aragon has a huge area of steppe landscape - with
huge skies, long views and wide-open spaces. In Spring
the steppe comes alive with a short-lived explosion of
colours, scents and life. Steppe species such as
Dupont’s Lark are adapted to the tough climate with
extreme temperatures and long periods of drought.

The high steppes in Teruel (1000 metres above sea
level) are beautiful wild landscapes with an amazing
biodiversity. Extensive, dryland cereal areas are also
an important habitat for Great and Little Bustards and
Black Bellied and Pin Sand Grouse.

“EEBIDONNONAL iRk S . LODGINGS FOR
- | 'MA-‘_L_]IES-T!_':C EsEARDEb \/UI_T_URE_L 9 - | BIRDWATCHERS
e e SRFED S 0 3 éISSVSRT%E\TI\‘I%N TO START

There is a wide range of specialized accommodation

If we want to go for a hike and do some birdwatching, Any time of the year is good for bird watching since

we will need a pair of binoculars and a guidebook to look every season has its typical species: summer, wintering, ) o
for and check the species that we will find. It is highly migratory and resident birds. Birds can be found anywhere, on _oﬂ‘er_ for the’travellef with naturghshc concerns that
recommended to add a notebook to take notes and a even in densely urbanised areas. . i \ arrives in Aragon. A variety of services that includes hotels,
camera. A land telescope helps a lot in long distance It is essential to put the wellbeing and the peace of the -k R R - K 7o guest houses and hostels that have specialized libraries,
observation. Knowing the voices and calls of the birds will birds before the success of our activity. Try not to get too \ ~ ) i > _ TIPS photography hides, guide services and schedules adapted
substantially enlarge our checklist, therefore the best is close, and not to leave the trails and paths in order to N .. tothe needs of the birdwatcher and of those who wish to
to carry recordings with the name of each species. The avoid stepping on the vegetation. Respect the boundaries . -2 | g e @« discover the peculiar bird life that our territory hosts.

x [ most convenient is to wear comfortable clothes in discrete of reserves and restricted areas. There are several critical _ P 24 Pl By :

léi; - :.:JréignDEEqupea - GOBIERNO colours, go alone or in small groups and move slowly and periods for the birds, not only when breeding but also = ¥R ; : More info:

J —_——- DE ARAGON quietly. during their migrations while resting from their long trips. ' - : 5

birdingaragon.com/organiza-tu-viaje

Fondo Europeo Agricola de Desarrollo Rural:
Europa Invierte en las zonas rurales
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